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The Town produces an annual report on the Towns efforts to comply with
the conditions of the MS4 General Permit to the maximum extent practical.

MS4 is a conveyance or system of conveyances that is:

« owned by a state, city, town, village, or other public entity that
discharges to waters of the U.S.,,

o designed or used to collect or convey stormwater (e.g., storm drains,
pipes, ditches),

e notacombined sewer, and

o not part of a sewage treatment plant, or publicly owned treatment
works (POTW).

In order to prevent harmful pollutants from being washed or dumped into
MS4s, certain operators are required to obtain NPDES permits and develop
stormwater management programs (SWMPs). The SWMP describes the
stormwater control practices that are consistent with permit requirements
to minimize the discharge of pollutants from the sewer system.

This general permit requires each municipality to take steps to keep the
stormwater entering its storm sewer systems clean before that stormwater
enters water bodies. One important element of this permit is the
requirement that towns implement public education programs to make
residents aware that stormwater pollutants emanate from many of their
everyday living activities, and to inform them of steps they can take to
reduce pollutants in stormwater runoff.
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